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FIG. 6
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APPARATUS FOR CONTROLLING
RESONANCE FREQUENCY OF DEVICE
SUBJECT TO WIRELESS POWER
TRANSMISSION INTERFERENCE AND
METHOD THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(a) of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2012-0100868,
filed on Sep. 12, 2012, in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein
by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description relates to an apparatus and
method to control a resonance frequency of a device subject
to wireless power transmission interference.

2. Description of Related Art

Research on wireless power transmission has been ongo-
ing to alleviate increasingly inconveniences caused by wired
power supplies and limited capacity of batteries resulting
from a rapid usage increase from a number of various mobile
devices, such as electric vehicles and mobile electronic
devices. Some wireless power transmission technologies use
resonance characteristics of radio frequency (RF) devices.

An electronic device may be exposed to a magnetic field
of'a wireless power transmission apparatus using resonance
characteristics when the electronic device is located near the
wireless power transmission apparatus. In this case, how-
ever, an error may occur during operation of the electronic
device exposed to the magnetic field.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

In one general aspect, there is provided an apparatus to
control a device subject to wireless power transmission
interference. The apparatus includes a printed circuit board
(PCB) configured to supply power to an integrated circuit
(IC) during exposure to a wireless power transmission
environment; and a resonance frequency control unit con-
figured to control a resonance frequency of the PCB based
on the supply of power.

The PCB includes a power plane configured to supply
power from a power source to the IC through a printed path
on the PCB; and a ground plane configured to ground the
power source and the IC.

The resonance frequency control unit includes a measur-
ing unit configured to measure an amount of power supplied
to the IC; a determining unit configured to determine
whether the amount of power is within a range; and a
detecting unit configured to detect wireless power transmis-
sion interference having mutual resonance when the amount
of power measured is outside the range.

The detecting unit is configured to detect a malfunction in
the IC.

The PCB includes a variable capacitor operatively con-
nected between the power plane and the ground plane, and
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the resonance frequency control unit includes a capacitor
capacity determining unit configured to determine a capacity
of the variable capacitor based on the change in the supply
of power.

The capacitor capacity determining unit is configured to
decrease the capacity of the variable capacitor to increase the
resonance frequency of the PCB to be higher than a reso-
nance frequency of a wireless power transmission apparatus
experiencing mutual resonance.

The capacitor capacity determining unit is configured to
increase the capacity of the variable capacitor to decrease the
resonance frequency of the PCB to be lower than a reso-
nance frequency of a wireless power transmission apparatus
experiencing mutual resonance.

The resonance frequency control unit is configured to
control the resonance frequency of the PCB to a frequency,
irrespective of the change in the supply of power from the
PCB.

The IC chip is supplied with power from the power source
through a conduit operatively connecting the power plane to
the ground plane.

The PCB includes capacitors operatively connected
between the power plane and the ground plane, and the
resonance frequency control unit includes a switch control
unit configured to control a switch to increase the resonance
frequency of the PCB to be higher than a resonance fre-
quency of a wireless power transmission apparatus experi-
encing mutual resonance, the switch being configured to
operatively connect the capacitors to the power plane and
the ground plane.

The switch control unit is configured to operatively con-
nect the plurality of capacitors to the power plane and the
ground plane in parallel and controlling a switch to reduce
the resonance frequency of the PCB to be lower than a
resonance frequency of a wireless power transmission appa-
ratus experiencing mutual resonance.

The apparatus includes a communication unit configured
to transmit and receive information associated with a reso-
nance frequency of a wireless power transmission apparatus
experiencing mutual resonance and information associated
with the resonance frequency of the PCB to and from the
wireless power transmission apparatus.

In accordance with an illustrative example, there is pro-
vided a method of controlling a device, the method includes
supplying power from a printed circuit board (PCB) to an
integrated circuit (IC) during exposure to a wireless power
transmission environment; and controlling a resonance fre-
quency of the PCB based on the supply of power.

The controlling includes measuring an amount of power
supplied to the IC; determining whether the amount of
power measured is within a range; and detecting wireless
power transmission interference having mutual resonance
when the amount of power measured is outside the range.

The PCB includes a variable capacitor configured to
change the resonance frequency of the PCB, and the con-
trolling further includes determining a capacity of the vari-
able capacitor based on the change in the supply of power
from the PCB when the wireless power transmission inter-
ference having mutual resonance is detected.

The PCB includes capacitors configured to change the
resonance frequency of the PCB, and the controlling further
includes operatively connecting the capacitors to the PCB in
a connection configuration of a series connection and a
parallel connection when the wireless power transmission
interference having mutual resonance is detected.

The method also includes transmitting and receiving
information associated with a resonance frequency of a



US 9,480,145 B2

3

wireless power transmission apparatus experiencing mutual
resonance and information associated with a resonance
frequency of the PCB to and from the wireless power
transmission apparatus experiencing mutual resonance.

In accordance with an illustrative example, there is pro-
vided an apparatus to control a device subject to wireless
power transmission interference including a variable capaci-
tor configured to adjust a capacity of a printed circuit board
(PCB) and enable to PCB to supply power to an integrated
circuit (IC); and a resonance frequency control unit config-
ured to control a resonance frequency of the PCB by
adjusting the capacity of the variable capacitor based on the
power supplied to the IC.

The resonance frequency control unit changes the capac-
ity of the variable capacitor when wireless power transmis-
sion interference with mutual resonance is detected between
the device and the PCB or when the IC malfunctions.

The resonance frequency control unit changes the reso-
nance frequency of the PCB when a value of electric current
input to the IC or a value of voltage applied to the IC is
outside a range.

The variable capacitor is integrated into the PCB, opera-
tively connected between a power plane and a ground plane
of the PCB.

The resonance frequency control unit determines a larger
capacity of the variable capacitor as the change in power
being supplied is larger and when a change in the resonance
frequency of the PCB is greater.

The resonance frequency control unit determines a lower
capacity of the variable capacitor as the change in a supply
of power decreases and when a change in the resonance
frequency of the PCB is lower.

The resonance frequency control unit calculates an
amount of power supplied to the IC periodically or irregu-
larly in real-time.

Other features and aspects will be apparent from the
following detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus to
control a resonance frequency of a device subject to wireless
power transmission interference, according to an embodi-
ment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus to
control a resonance frequency of the device subject to
wireless power transmission interference, according to
another embodiment.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are diagrams illustrating a configuration of
a printed circuit board (PCB) of an apparatus to control a
resonance frequency of a device subject to wireless power
transmission interference, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit of an
apparatus to control the resonance frequency of the device
subject to wireless power transmission interference, accord-
ing to an embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a circuit representing the
equivalent circuit of FIG. 5, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating the resonance frequency of
the device subject to wireless power transmission interfer-
ence in an absence of resonance frequency control, accord-
ing to an embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating the resonance frequency of
the device subject to wireless power transmission interfer-
ence under the control of the resonance frequency, according
to an embodiment.
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FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method to control the
resonance frequency of the device subject to wireless power
transmission interference, according to an embodiment.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals will be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
these elements may be exaggerated for clarity, illustration,
and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is provided to assist
the reader in gaining a comprehensive understanding of the
methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein.
Accordingly, various changes, modifications, and equiva-
lents of the systems, apparatuses and/or methods described
herein will be suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art.
Also, descriptions of well-known functions and construc-
tions may be omitted for increased clarity and conciseness.

It will be understood that when an element or layer is
referred to as being “on” or “connected to” another element
or layer, it can be directly on or connected to the other
element or layer or through intervening elements or layers
may be present. In contrast, when an element is referred to
as being “directly on” or “directly connected to” another
element or layer, there are no intervening elements or layers
present. Like reference numerals refer to like elements
throughout. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items.

When an electronic device is exposed to a strong mag-
netic field, energy from the magnetic field may be delivered
to a nearby electronic device. In particular, in a case of
wireless power transmission using a resonance method, a
great amount of energy may be delivered to an electronic
device with a resonance frequency band.

An electronic device may use a printed circuit board
(PCB), and the PCB may include a power plane and a
ground plane. A capacitor may be formed between the power
plane and the ground plane, and the power plane, the ground
plane, and a power source may be modeled as an inductor.
Accordingly, a connection between the inductor and the
capacitor may produce resonance in the PCB.

A resonance frequency at which resonance occurs has a
band of low frequencies close to a band of frequencies of
magnetic fields used in wireless power transmission, for
example, several kilohertz (KHz) to several megahertz
(MHz). When an electronic device is placed near a magnetic
field used in wireless power transmission, the electronic
device may resonate with a wireless power transmission
apparatus, resulting in an unstable supply of power from the
power plane and the ground plane of a PCB of the electronic
device. The unstable supply of power may cause a malfunc-
tion in an electronic component existing on the PCB, result-
ing in overall degradation of wireless power transmission
apparatus performance.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus to
control a resonance frequency of a device subject to wireless
power transmission interference, according to an embodi-
ment.

Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus to control the resonance
frequency of a device subject to wireless power transmission
interference, according to an embodiment includes a PCB
110, a resonance frequency control unit 120, a communica-
tion unit 130, and an integrated circuit (IC) chip 140.
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The PCB 110 supplies power to the IC chip 140, while
exposed to a wireless power transmission environment hav-
ing or experiencing mutual resonance. Exposure to the
wireless power transmission environment having mutual
resonance is an effect of interference in a wireless power
transmission environment caused by a magnetic field gen-
erated from a wireless power transmission apparatus (not
shown) when a resonance frequency of the wireless power
transmission apparatus is equal to a resonance frequency of
the PCB 110. In this case, the PCB 110 would be located
within a power transmission coverage of the wireless power
transmission apparatus.

For example, the IC chip 140 includes a semiconductor
chip, and corresponds to a chip that performs various types
of electrical signal processing including communication
signal processing, heat generation, and/or light emission.
The IC chip 140 may be attached to one surface of the PCB
110.

The PCB 110 includes a power plane 111, a ground plane
113, and a variable capacitor 115.

The power plane 111 supplies power from a power source
(not shown) to the IC chip 140 through a printed path on the
PCB 110. In an alternative configuration, a plurality of IC
chips 140 may be disposed on the PCB 110. The path
enabling a supply of power between the IC chips 140 or
between the power source and the IC chip 140 may be
printed beforehand on the PCB 110.

The ground plane 113 grounds the power source and the
IC chip 140.

The variable capacitor 115 may be operatively connected
between the power plane 111 and the ground plane 113. The
variable capacitor 115 may correspond to a capacitor
between the power plane 111 and the ground plane 113, of
which a capacity may be adjusted to adjust an overall
capacitance of the PCB 110. Although the variable capacitor
115 is illustrated to be external to the PCB 110, in an
alternative configuration, the variable capacitor 115 may be
an integral part of the PCB 110, operatively connected
between the power plane 111 and the ground plane 113.
Furthermore, in an alternative configuration, the variable
capacitor 115 may be an integral part of the resonance
frequency control unit 120, operatively connected between
the power plane 111 and the ground plane 113. The reso-
nance frequency control unit 120 controls a resonance
frequency of the PCB 110 based on a change in a supply of
power from the PCB 110 to the IC chip 140. The resonance
frequency control unit 120 controls the resonance frequency
of the PCB 110 by adjusting the capacity of the variable
capacitor 115.

The IC chip 140 may be configured to operate in a
predetermined range of input current or input voltage. The
resonance frequency control unit 120 changes the resonance
frequency of the PCB 110 when a value of electric current
input to the IC chip 140 or a value of voltage applied to the
IC chip 140 is outside a predetermined range.

Also, the resonance frequency control unit 120 controls
the resonance frequency of the PCB 110 to a preset fre-
quency, irrespective of the change in power supply from the
PCB 110. The resonance frequency control unit 120 changes
the resonance frequency of the PCB 110 to the preset
frequency by controlling the capacity of the variable capaci-
tor 115, irrespective of the change in power supply from the
PCB 110. The preset frequency may be set to frequencies in
a range outside a frequency range for wireless power trans-
mission, for example, several kHz to hundreds of hertz (Hz).
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The resonance frequency control unit 120 includes a
measuring unit 121, a determining unit 123, a detecting unit
125, and a capacitor capacity determining unit 127.

In an illustrative example, the measuring unit 121 mea-
sures an amount of power supplied to the IC chip 140. The
measuring unit 121 measures a value of an electric current
input to the IC chip 140. The measuring unit 121 measures
a value of a voltage applied to the IC chip 140. The
measuring unit 121 calculates an amount of power supplied
to the IC chip 140 based on the measured current value and
the measured voltage value.

The measuring unit 121 measures the amount of power
supplied to the IC chip 140 periodically or measures the
amount of power supplied to the IC chip 140 irregularly.
Further, the measuring unit 121 measures the amount of
power supplied to the IC chip 140 in real time.

The determining unit 123 determines whether the amount
of power measured by the measuring unit 121 is within a
preset allowable range. The allowable range may represent
a range of amounts of power receivable by the IC chip 140.
The allowable range may be preset during design stage of
the IC chip 140. In one example, the allowable range may
differ based on purposes of electronic components, and may
be set to be within 3 watts (W) to 5 W.

The detecting unit 125 detects wireless power transmis-
sion interference when the amount of power measured by
the measuring unit 121 is outside the preset allowable range.
For example, when the amount of power measured by the
measuring unit 121 is 6 W, the detecting unit 125 detects the
wireless power transmission interference with mutual reso-
nance and determines that the IC chip 140 is malfunctioning.
For example, when a value of electric current or voltage
output from the IC chip 140 is outside a preset range, the
detecting unit 125 detects a malfunction in the IC chip 140.

The capacitor capacity determining unit 127 changes the
capacity of the variable capacitor 115 when wireless power
transmission interference with mutual resonance is detected
at the detecting unit 125. In the alternative, the capacitor
capacity determining unit 127 changes the capacity of the
variable capacitor 115 when a malfunction in the IC chip 140
is detected at the detecting unit 125.

The capacitor capacity determining unit 127 determines
the capacity of the variable capacitor 115 based on the
change in power supplied from the PCB 110. The capacitor
capacity determining unit 127 determines a larger capacity
of the variable capacitor 115 as the change in power being
supplied is larger. In this instance, the larger the capacity of
the variable capacitor 115, the greater a change in the
resonance frequency of the PCB 110. In contrast, the capaci-
tor capacity determining unit 127 determines a lower capac-
ity of the variable capacitor 115 as the change in a supply of
power decreases. The capacitor capacity determining unit
127 determines the capacity of the variable capacitor 115 in
proportion to a change in power supply.

The capacitor capacity determining unit 127 reduces the
capacity of the variable capacitor 115 to increase the reso-
nance frequency of the PCB 110 to be higher than a
resonance frequency of the wireless power transmission
apparatus having mutual resonance or experiencing mutual
resonance. When the capacity of the variable capacitor 115
is reduced, a capacitance of the PCB 110 may be reduced.
When the capacitance of the PCB 110 is reduced, the
resonance frequency of the PCB 110 increases.

In an example, the capacitor capacity determining unit
127 increases the capacity of the variable capacitor 115 to
decrease the resonance frequency of the PCB 110 to be
lower than a resonance frequency of the wireless power
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transmission apparatus experiencing mutual resonance.
When the capacity of the variable capacitor 115 is increased,
the capacitance of the PCB 110 is increased. When the
capacitance of the PCB 110 is increased, the resonance
frequency of the PCB 110 decreases.

In an example, the communication unit 130 transmits and
receives information associated with the resonance fre-
quency of the wireless power transmission apparatus expe-
riencing mutual resonance and information associated with
the resonance frequency of the PCB 110 to and from the
wireless power transmission apparatus. The resonance fre-
quency control unit 120 controls the resonance frequency of
the PCB 110 based on the information associated with the
resonance frequency of the wireless power transmission
apparatus received at the communication unit 130.

The IC chip 140 is supplied with power from the power
source through a conduit (not shown) operatively connecting
the power plane 111 to the ground plane 113.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus to
control a resonance frequency of the device subject to
wireless power transmission interference, according to
another embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 2, the apparatus to control the resonance
frequency of the device subject to wireless power transmis-
sion interference according to another exemplary embodi-
ment includes a PCB 210, a resonance frequency control
unit 220, a communication unit 230, and an IC chip 240. A
different configuration from the apparatus of FIG. 1 may
entail a plurality of capacitors 217 operatively connected to
the PCB 210, a switch 215 operatively connecting the
plurality of capacitors 217 to the PCB 210, and a switch
control unit 227 controlling an operation of the switch 215.

The PCB 210 supplies power to the IC chip 240 while
exposed to a wireless power transmission environment with
mutual resonance. Exposure to the wireless power transmis-
sion environment with mutual resonance have a possible
effect of interference caused by a magnetic field generated
from a wireless power transmission apparatus (not shown)
when a resonance frequency of mutual resonance is equal to
a resonance frequency of the PCB 210. Also, a case in which
the PCB 210 is located within a power transmission cover-
age of the wireless power transmission apparatus may also
have the effect of interference caused by the magnetic field
from the wireless power transmission apparatus.

Furthermore, the IC chip 240 may include a semiconduc-
tor chip, and may correspond to a chip that may perform
various forms of electrical signal processing including com-
munication signal processing, heat generation, and/or light
emission. The IC chip 240 may be attached to any one of the
surfaces of the PCB 210.

The PCB 210 may include a power plane 211, a ground
plane 213, a switch 215, and a plurality of capacitors 217.
Although the switch 215 is illustrated in FIG. 2 as being
separately configured from the PCB 210, it can be appreci-
ated that the switch 215 may be an integral part of the PCB
210.

The power plane 211 supplies power from a power source
(not shown) to the IC chip 240 through a printed path on the
PCB 210. In a configuration, the IC chips 240 are disposed
on the PCB 210. The path enabling a power supply between
the IC chips 240 or between the power source and the IC
chip 240 may be printed beforchand on the PCB 210.

The ground plane 213 grounds the power source and the
IC chip 240.

The switch 215 operatively connects the plurality of
capacitors 217 to the PCB 210 in series or in parallel. A
capacitor of the plurality of capacitors 217 may be formed
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between the power plane 211 and the ground plane 213, and
an overall capacitance of the PCB 210 may be adjusted
through connections of the plurality of capacitors 217. The
plurality of capacitors 217 may have at least one connection
configuration to one another of a series connection and a
parallel connection.

The resonance frequency control unit 220 controls a
resonance frequency of the PCB 210 based on a change in
a supply of power from the PCB 210. The resonance
frequency control unit 220 controls the resonance frequency
of'the PCB 210 by connecting the plurality of capacitors 217
to the PCB 210 in series or in parallel.

The IC chip 240 is preset to operate at a predetermined
range of input current or input voltage. When a value of
electric current input to the IC chip 240 or a value of voltage
applied to the IC chip 240 is outside a preset range, the
resonance frequency control unit 220 changes the resonance
frequency of the PCB 210.

Also, the resonance frequency control unit 220 controls
the resonance frequency of the PCB 210 to a preset fre-
quency irrespective of the change in the power supply from
the PCB 210. The resonance frequency control unit 220
changes the resonance frequency of the PCB 210 to the
preset frequency by connecting the plurality of capacitors
217 to the PCB 210 in series or in parallel, irrespective of the
change in the power supply to the IC chip 240. The preset
frequency is set to frequencies that are generally unused for
wireless power transmission, for example, several kHz to
hundreds of Hz.

The resonance frequency control unit 220 includes a
measuring unit 221, a determining unit 223, a detecting unit
225, and a switch control unit 227.

The measuring unit 221 measures an amount of power
supplied to the IC chip 240. The measuring unit 221
measures a value of electric current input to the IC chip 240.
The measuring unit 221 measures a value of voltage applied
to the IC chip 240. The measuring unit 221 calculates an
amount of power supplied to the IC chip 240 based on the
measured current value and the measured voltage value. The
measuring unit 221 measures the amount of power supplied
to the IC chip 240 periodically, or measures the amount of
power supplied to the IC chip 240 irregularly. The measur-
ing unit 221 measures the amount of power supplied to the
IC chip 240 in real-time.

The determining unit 223 determines whether the amount
of power measured by the measuring unit 221 is within a
preset allowable range. The allowable range may represent
a range of amounts of power receivable by the IC chip 240.
The allowable range may be preset or defined during a
design stage or set-up stage of the IC chip 240. For example,
the allowable range may differ based on purposes of elec-
tronic components, and may be set to be within 3 W to 5 W.

The detecting unit 225 detects wireless power transmis-
sion interference having mutual resonance when the mea-
suring unit 221 measures an amount of power greater than
or outside the preset allowable range. For example, when the
amount of power measured by the measuring unit 221 is 6
W, the detecting unit 225 detects wireless power transmis-
sion interference having mutual resonance.

The detecting unit 225 detects a malfunction in the IC
chip 240. For example, when a value of electric current or
voltage output from the IC chip 240 is outside a preset range,
the detecting unit 225 detects that the IC chip 240 is
malfunctioning.

The switch control unit 227 operatively connects the
plurality of capacitors 217 to the PCB 210 in series or in
parallel when the detecting unit 225 detects the wireless
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power transmission interference having mutual resonance.
In the alternative, the switch control unit 227 operatively
connects the plurality of capacitors 217 to the PCB 210 in
series or in parallel when the detecting unit 225 detects that
the IC chip 240 is malfunctioning.

The switch control unit 227 operatively connects the
plurality of capacitors 217 to the power plane 211 and the
ground plane 213 in series by controlling the switch 215 to
increase the resonance frequency of the PCB 210 to be
higher than a resonance frequency of the wireless power
transmission apparatus experiencing mutual resonance.
When the plurality of capacitors 217 are operatively con-
nected in series, the capacitance of the PCB 210 decreases.
When the capacitance of the PCB 210 decreases, the reso-
nance frequency of the PCB 210 increases.

The switch control unit 227 operatively connects the
plurality of capacitors 217 to the power plane 211 and the
ground plane 213 in parallel by controlling the switch 215 to
reduce the resonance frequency of the PCB 210 to be lower
than the resonance frequency of the wireless power trans-
mission apparatus experiencing mutual resonance. When the
plurality of capacitors 217 are connected in parallel, the
capacitance of the PCB 210 is increased. In response to the
capacitance of the PCB 210 increasing, the resonance fre-
quency of the PCB 210 decreases.

The communication unit 230 transmits and receives infor-
mation associated with the resonance frequency of the
wireless power transmission apparatus experiencing mutual
resonance and information associated with the resonance
frequency of the PCB 210 to and from the wireless power
transmission apparatus experiencing mutual resonance. The
resonance frequency control unit 220 controls the resonance
frequency of the PCB 210 based on the information the
communication unit 230 received associated with the reso-
nance frequency of the wireless power transmission appa-
ratus.

The IC chip 240 may be supplied with power from the
power source through a conduit (not shown) operatively
connecting the power plane 211 to the ground plane 213.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are diagrams illustrating a configuration of
a PCB 310 of an apparatus to control a resonance frequency
of a device subject to wireless power transmission interfer-
ence, according to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 3, the PCB 310 may include a power
plane 311, a ground plane 313, a conduit 315, and a conduit
317. The conduit 315 and the conduit 317 may extend
through the PCB 310 to electrically connect the power plane
311 with the ground plane 313. The conduit 315 and the
conduit 317 may be used to supply power to an IC chip 340.

A power source 320 may be connected to the power plane
311 and the ground plane 313. Power from the power source
320 is supplied to the IC chip 340 through the conduit 315
and the conduit 317.

A capacitor 330 is operatively connected to the power
plane 311 and the ground plane 313. In one example, when
the capacitor 330 corresponds to a variable capacitor, a
resonance frequency of the PCB 310 differs based on a
capacity of the capacitor 330. The capacitor 330 is con-
nected to the power plane 311 and the ground plane 313 in
series or in parallel. The resonance frequency of the PCB
310 may differ based on a series connection or a parallel
connection.

Referring to FIG. 4, a PCB 410 of an apparatus to control
a resonance frequency of a device subject to wireless power
transmission interference, according to an embodiment,
includes a power plane 411 and a ground plane 413. A power
source 420 is modeled as a battery operatively connected
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between the power plane 411 and the ground plane 413.
Power stored in the power source 420 is delivered to an IC
chip 430 on the PCB 410 through the power plane 411 and
the ground plane 413 of the PCB 410. The IC chip 430 is
supplied with power by a conduit, also known as a pillar, to
the power plane 411 and the ground plane 413 of the PCB
410. A capacitor is operatively connected to the PCB 410 to
prevent a resonance frequency of the PCB 410 from being
equal to a resonance frequency of the wireless power trans-
mission apparatus.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit of an
apparatus to control the resonance frequency of the device
subject to wireless power transmission interference, accord-
ing to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 5, a PCB 510 includes a power plane
and a ground plane. The power plane and a ground plane are
modeled as an inductor and a resistor. A power source 520
is modeled as a battery and an inductor. The space between
the power plane and the ground plane are modeled as
capacitors.

A decoupling capacitor 530 is operatively connected
between the power plane and the ground plane to adjust a
resonance frequency of the PCB 510. In this example,
decoupling refers to eliminating the coupling with a nearby
wireless power transmission apparatus. A resonance fre-
quency control unit (not shown) determines a capacity or
connection configuration of the decoupling capacitor 530.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a circuit representing the
equivalent circuit of FIG. 5, in accordance with an embodi-
ment.

Referring to FIG. 6, the circuit is a model, in a simple
form, of an impedance of the power plane 411 and an
impedance of the ground plane 413 of FIG. 4, and an
impedance between the power plane 411 and the ground
plane 413 of FIG. 4, viewed from a conduit through which
power is supplied to the IC chip 430. Also, the circuit may
represent the equivalent circuit of FIG. 5, in a simple form,
as a combination of an inductor 610 and a capacitor 620.

The inductor 610 is a model representation of a power
source, a power plane, and a ground plane. The capacitor
620 is a model representation of a capacitor between the
power plane and the ground plane. A capacitor 630 is a
model representation of a decoupling capacitor. When a
connection of the capacitor 630 is established, an overall
capacitance of' a PCB is changed, and as a result, a resonance
frequency of the PCB may be changed. For decoupling, the
capacitor 630 may be operatively connected to the capacitor
620 in series or in parallel. In a case in which the capacitor
630 corresponds to a variable capacitor, the resonance
frequency of the PCB 110 or 210, as shown in FIGS. 1 and
2, respectively, may be changed by changing the capacity of
the capacitor 630 in such a state that the capacitor 630 is
operatively connected to the capacitor 620.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating the resonance frequency of
the device subject to wireless power transmission interfer-
ence in an absence of resonance frequency control, accord-
ing to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 7, the graph illustrates a resonance
frequency of a PCB in the absence of resonance frequency
control. A resonance frequency 710 between an inductor and
a capacitor of the PCB may be close to a resonance fre-
quency used in wireless power transmission, for example,
hundreds of kHz. When the resonance frequency of the PCB
is very close to the resonance frequency used in wireless
power transmission, a great amount of energy may be
delivered from the wireless power transmission apparatus to
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the PCB through mutual resonance, which makes it difficult
to achieve a stable supply of power from a power plane and
a ground plane of the PCB.

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating the resonance frequency of
the device subject to wireless power transmission interfer-
ence under the control of the resonance frequency, according
to an embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 8, the graph illustrates a resonance
frequency of a PCB under the control of the resonance
frequency of the PCB. A resonance frequency 810 may be
increased by connecting a decoupling capacitor to the PCB.

When the resonance frequency of the PCB is outside a
resonance frequency band used in wireless power transmis-
sion, a power plane and a ground plane of the PCB may
become unstable and, consequently, destabilize a supply of
power. A resonance frequency occurrence position may be
adjusted freely, for instance, by adjusting a capacity of the
connected decoupling capacitor. Also, the resonance fre-
quency occurrence position may be adjusted freely based on
a series or parallel connection of the decoupling capacitor.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method to control the
resonance frequency of the device subject to wireless power
transmission interference, according to an embodiment.
FIG. 9 illustrates the method for an apparatus to control a
resonance frequency of a device subject to wireless power
transmission interference, hereinafter referred to as a reso-
nance frequency control apparatus.

At operation 910, the method supplies power to an IC
chip, through a PCB, while exposed to a wireless power
transmission environment having mutual resonance. The
PCB includes a variable capacitor to change a resonance
frequency of the PCB.

At operation 920, the method measures an amount of
power supplied to the IC chip.

At operation 930, the method determines whether the
amount of power measured is within a preset allowable
range.

At operation 940, the method detects wireless power
transmission interference having mutual resonance when the
amount of power measured is outside the preset allowable
range.

At operation 950, the method determines a capacity of the
variable capacitor based on a change in a supply of power
from the PCB, when the wireless power transmission inter-
ference having mutual resonance is detected.

The PCB includes a plurality of capacitors to change the
resonance frequency of the PCB, and at operation 950, the
method connects the plurality of capacitors to the PCB in at
least one connection configuration of a series connection and
a parallel connection when the wireless power transmission
interference having mutual resonance is detected.

The method of the resonance frequency control apparatus
transmits and receives information associated with a reso-
nance frequency of the wireless power transmission appa-
ratus experiencing mutual resonance with the PCB and
information associated with the resonance frequency of the
PCB to and from the wireless power transmission apparatus.

According to some embodiments, the resonance fre-
quency control apparatus blocks an effect of interference on
performance of an electronic device located near a wireless
power transmission apparatus experiencing mutual reso-
nance by controlling a resonance frequency of a PCB by
adjusting a capacity of a variable capacitor or by connecting
a capacitor in series or in parallel.

According to some embodiments, the resonance fre-
quency control apparatus changes a resonance frequency of
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a PCB to a desired frequency by adjusting a capacity of a
variable capacitor or by connecting a capacitor in series or
in parallel.

According to some embodiments, the resonance fre-
quency control apparatus improves functional reliability of
an electronic device by considering, at the state of design of
the electronic device, designs to adjust capacity of a variable
capacitor and a series or parallel connection configuration of
a capacitor to improve reliability.

According to some embodiments, the resonance fre-
quency control apparatus achieves a stable supply of power
from an electronic device to an IC chip to improve reliability
and durability of the electronic device. To achieve such
stability, the resonance frequency control apparatus removes
a resonance frequency at which mutual resonance occurs by
adjusting a capacity of a variable capacitor or connecting a
capacitor in series or in parallel.

The units and apparatuses described herein may be imple-
mented using hardware components. The hardware compo-
nents may include, for example, controllers, processors,
generators, drivers, and other equivalent electronic compo-
nents. The hardware components may be implemented using
one or more general-purpose or special purpose computers,
such as, for example, a processor, a controller and an
arithmetic logic unit, a digital signal processor, a microcom-
puter, a field programmable array, a programmable logic
unit, a microprocessor or any other device capable of
responding to and executing instructions in a defined man-
ner. The hardware components may run an operating system
(OS) and one or more software applications that run on the
OS. The hardware components also may access, store,
manipulate, process, and create data in response to execution
of the software. For purpose of simplicity, the description of
a processing device is used as singular; however, one skilled
in the art will appreciated that a processing device may
include multiple processing elements and multiple types of
processing elements. For example, a hardware component
may include multiple processors or a processor and a
controller. In addition, different processing configurations
are possible, such a parallel processors.

The processes, functions, methods and/or software
described above may be recorded, stored, or fixed in one or
more non-transitory computer-readable storage media that
includes program instructions to be implemented by a com-
puter to cause a processor to execute or perform the program
instructions. The media may also include, alone or in com-
bination with the program instructions, data files, data
structures, and the like. The media and program instructions
may be those specially designed and constructed, or they
may be of the kind well-known and available to those having
skill in the computer software arts. Examples of non-
transitory computer-readable media include magnetic media
such as hard discs, floppy discs, and magnetic tape; optical
media such as CD ROM discs and DVDs; magneto-optical
media such as optical discs; and hardware devices that are
specially configured to store and perform program instruc-
tions, such as read-only memory (ROM), random access
memory (RAM), flash memory, and the like. Examples of
program instructions include both machine code, such as
produced by a compiler, and files containing higher level
code that may be executed by the computer using an
interpreter. The described hardware devices may be config-
ured to act as one or more software modules in order to
perform the operations and methods described above, or
vice versa. In addition, a non-transitory computer-readable
storage medium may be distributed among computer sys-
tems connected through a network and non-transitory com-
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puter-readable codes or program instructions may be stored
and executed in a decentralized manner.

A number of examples have been described above. Nev-
ertheless, it should be understood that various modifications
may be made. For example, suitable results may be achieved
if the described techniques are performed in a different order
and/or if components in a described system, architecture,
device, or circuit are combined in a different manner and/or
replaced or supplemented by other components or their
equivalents. Accordingly, other implementations are within
the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus to control a device, the apparatus com-
prising:

a printed circuit board (PCB) configured to supply power

to an integrated circuit (IC) during exposure to a
wireless power transmission environment; and

a resonance frequency control unit configured to control

a resonance frequency of the PCB based on the supply
of power,

wherein the controlled resonance frequency is different

from a frequency used to transmit or receive a wireless
power.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the PCB comprises:

a power plane configured to supply power from a power

source to the IC through a printed path on the PCB; and

a ground plane configured to ground the power source and

the IC.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit comprises:

a measuring unit configured to measure an amount of

power supplied to the IC;

a determining unit configured to determine whether the

amount of power is within a range; and

a detecting unit configured to detect wireless power

transmission interference having mutual resonance
when the amount of power measured is outside the
range.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the detecting unit is
configured to detect a malfunction in the IC.

5. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the PCB comprises
a variable capacitor operatively connected between the
power plane and the ground plane, and

the resonance frequency control unit comprises a capaci-

tor capacity determining unit configured to determine a
capacity of the variable capacitor based on the change
in the supply of power.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the capacitor capac-
ity determining unit is configured to decrease the capacity of
the variable capacitor to increase the resonance frequency of
the PCB to be higher than a resonance frequency of a
wireless power transmission apparatus experiencing mutual
resonance.

7. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the capacitor capac-
ity determining unit is configured to increase the capacity of
the variable capacitor to decrease the resonance frequency of
the PCB to be lower than a resonance frequency of a
wireless power transmission apparatus experiencing mutual
resonance.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit is configured to control the resonance
frequency of the PCB to a frequency, irrespective of the
change in the supply of power from the PCB.

9. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the IC chip is
supplied with power from the power source through a
conduit operatively connecting the power plane to the
ground plane.
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10. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the PCB comprises
capacitors operatively connected between the power plane
and the ground plane, and

the resonance frequency control unit comprises a switch
control unit configured to control a switch to increase
the resonance frequency of the PCB to be higher than
aresonance frequency of a wireless power transmission
apparatus experiencing mutual resonance, the switch
being configured to operatively connect the capacitors
to the power plane and the ground plane.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the switch control
unit is configured to operatively connect the plurality of
capacitors to the power plane and the ground plane in
parallel and controlling a switch to reduce the resonance
frequency of the PCB to be lower than a resonance fre-
quency of a wireless power transmission apparatus experi-
encing mutual resonance.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a communication unit configured to transmit and receive
information associated with a resonance frequency of a
wireless power transmission apparatus experiencing
mutual resonance and information associated with the
resonance frequency of the PCB to and from the
wireless power transmission apparatus.

13. A method of controlling a device, the method com-

prising:

supplying power from a printed circuit board (PCB) to an
integrated circuit (IC) during exposure to a wireless
power transmission environment; and

controlling a resonance frequency of the PCB based on
the supply of power,

wherein the controlled resonance frequency is different
from a frequency used to transmit or receive a wireless
power.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the controlling

comprises:

measuring an amount of power supplied to the IC;

determining whether the amount of power measured is
within a range; and

detecting wireless power transmission interference having
mutual resonance when the amount of power measured
is outside the range.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the PCB comprises

a variable capacitor configured to change the resonance
frequency of the PCB, and

the controlling further comprises determining a capacity
of the variable capacitor based on the change in the
supply of power from the PCB when the wireless
power transmission interference having mutual reso-
nance is detected.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the PCB comprises
capacitors configured to change the resonance frequency of
the PCB, and

the controlling further comprises operatively connecting
the capacitors to the PCB in a connection configuration
of a series connection and a parallel connection when
the wireless power transmission interference having
mutual resonance is detected.

17. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

transmitting and receiving information associated with a
resonance frequency of a wireless power transmission
apparatus experiencing mutual resonance and informa-
tion associated with a resonance frequency of the PCB
to and from the wireless power transmission apparatus
experiencing mutual resonance.

18. An apparatus to control a device subject to wireless

power transmission interference, comprising:
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a variable capacitor configured to adjust a capacity of a
printed circuit board (PCB) and enable the PCB to
supply power to an integrated circuit (IC); and

a resonance frequency control unit configured to control

a resonance frequency of the PCB by adjusting the
capacity of the variable capacitor based on the power
supplied to the IC,

wherein the controlled resonance frequency is different

from a frequency used to transmit or receive a wireless
power.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit changes the capacity of the variable
capacitor when wireless power transmission interference
with mutual resonance is detected between the device and
the PCB or when the IC malfunctions.

20. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit changes the resonance frequency of
the PCB when a value of electric current input to the IC or
a value of voltage applied to the IC is outside a range.
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21. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the variable
capacitor is integrated into the PCB, operatively connected
between a power plane and a ground plane of the PCB.

22. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit determines a larger capacity of the
variable capacitor as the change in power being supplied is
larger and when a change in the resonance frequency of the
PCB is greater.

23. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit determines a lower capacity of the
variable capacitor as the change in a supply of power
decreases and when a change in the resonance frequency of
the PCB is lower.

24. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the resonance
frequency control unit calculates an amount of power sup-
plied to the IC periodically or irregularly in real-time.
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